This Page Is Inserted by IFW Operations 
and is not a part of the Official Record 

BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of 
me original documents submitted by the applicant 

Defects in the images may include (but are not limited to): 

• BLACK BORDERS 

• TEXT CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

• FADED TEXT 

• ILLEGIBLE TEXT 

• SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

• COLORED PHOTOS 

• BLACK OR VERY BLACK AND WHITE DARK PHOTOS 

V 

• GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 



IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY, 

As rescanning documents will not correct images, 
please do not report the images to the 
Image Problem Mailbox. 



Searching PAJ 



5 

Page 1 of 2 



PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN 



(1 1 publication number : 2001-094999 
(43)Date of publication of application : 06.04.2001 



(51)Int.CI. 




H04N 9/04 
H04N 9/07 




(21) Application number : 


11-271239 


(71) Applicant 


: HITACHI DENSHI LTD 


(22)Date of filing : 


24.09.1999 


(72)Inventor : 


NISHIKAWA HIROYUKI 








FUKUSHIMA AKIRA 



JOCK*;: 



Efe 



(54) SIGNAL PROCESSING METHOD AND SIGNAL PROCESSOR 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To realize a signal processor 
that can provide a wide dynamic range video signal with no 
loss and optimum white balance. } 
SOLUTION: For obtaining a video signal with a wide 
dynamic range by summing a standard luminance video 
signal, which is obtained to provide a proper level to an object 
with standard lightness by at least either of different exposure 
conditions and control of different gains, and a high luminance 
video signal, which is obtained by providing a proper level to 
an object brighter than a prescribed value, the white balance of 
the standard luminance video signal and that of the high 
luminance video signal are adjusted respectively, respective v 
coefficients are calculated from the luminance signals of the 
respective video signals whose white balance is adjusted 
respectively, the v coefficients are multiplied respectively with 
the chrominance signals of the respective video signals, the 
luminance signals of the respective adjusted video signals are 
combined, and the chrominance signals of the multiplied video 
signals are combined and summed to the cowlined luminance 
signals to obtain the video signal with the wide dynamic range. 
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